
 

 

 

BURGUNDY 2010 VINTAGE 
 
Burgundy 2010 is a small harvest, even smaller than expected.  Uneven flowering and a subsequent cold snap 
in early summer meant that all but the best-exposed vineyards gave greatly diminished yields.  The exceptions 
are…exceptional. Michel Arcelain in Pommard (who completed his 64th harvest that year!) told us that while 
his village Beaune ‘Siserpe’ was down a third in quantity, his Beaune 1er Cru ‘Clos des Mouches’ gave him the 
same as last year. It’s the exposition, he says.  And that, in short, is what makes it a premier cru. 
 
A hot and cold summer combined with (in the Côtes) too much moisture brought the threat of rot, and meant 
that the growers had to be particularly vigilant with their treatments, and then again at the sorting tables. 
Meaning even less crop. Most unusual of all, the harvest did not come to maturity by color. Usually it's red and 
then white.  In 2010 growers alternated harvesting between Pinot and Chardonnay as the parcels reached 
maturity.  Some even sent their pickers home for a few days in mid-harvest. 
 
But the good producers did not complain (much), because the quality is there. With good natural sugar levels, 
and remarkably tame acidity, the wines were promising right from the outset. Both Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 
like to come to maturity slowly, and 2010 gave them this opportunity.  So if the phyto-sanitary side was seen to 
(which is what it means to be one of the good producers), we are looking at rich bright voluminous wines, both 
red and white, and from south to north. 
 
Chardonnay 
2010 is a year for whites. From the north to the south of Burgundy, the whites show the whole range of 
expression of Chardonnay. These are balanced wines with freshness and purity, and refined minerality. This is 
a Chardonnay as the Burgundians like it. The Chablis are superb! 
 
Pinot Noir 
Delicious reds in a classic style, with excellent balance between fruit, acidity and tannins. Compared to 2009, 
the 2010s are less rich but more precise. Compared to 2008, they are richer and more balanced. Precision and 
purity, character and depth; and above all elegance. Many producers have told us that they prefer their 2010s 
to their 2009s.  Again, 2010 is Burgundy as the Burgundians like it. 


